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HEAVENLY GVIDE 
TO TRVE PEACE 


OF 
CONSCIENCE, 


Wherein is obſerved ina moſt plaine and 


Comfortable manner, 


1. What Conſcience . 

2. What a miſcrable thing an evill Conſcience i;. 

3. What an happineſſe a good Conſcience is. f 
4. How the effate of Conſcience i truly diſcerned. 

5. The meanes to procwe 4 god Conſcience. 


By H. V. V. . 


1P ET. z. 21. 
The like figure wherewnto, even Baptiſme, doth alſo now ſave ns, (not the 


putting away of the filth of the fleſh ) but the anſwer of a good conſcience 
towards God, by the reſurrettion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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avenly guide to the true peace 
of ( onſcience. 


I. What Conſcience i. 


— # Onſcicnce is the Act of a realonable crea» 
= n ture, apprehending the revealed will of 
yy God, takes notice of his owre actions, and 
N * N compaſſes it with the rule of Gods Word, 
uud ſo paſſeth ſentence upon himſelfe. 

ü 1. I ſay, Conſcience is the act of a rea- 


ſonable creature; not of a beaſt or any creature ſave one - 
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ly ſuch who are endued with reaſon z becauſe creatures Heb. 14, 


without reaſon are not capable to ſerve God in any o her 
way then they doe. In which ſervice, not withſtaading 
the evils they are incident unto, doe yet ſerve God in 
their kinde: But man, who is a reaſonable creature, 
hath a con(cience,which by ſin is deſiled, and being pur- 
ged by the blood of Chriſt, is brought by the etcrnall 
Spirit, from dead workes to ſerve the living God. Con- 
ſcience doth exceedingly raiſe up the joyes both of 
Saints and Angels in Heaven, and increaſcth the horror 
of the Divels and damned in hell. 

2 Conſcience is an act of apprebending the revealed 
will of God: it is not ef the apprehenfion of mans will : 


it is not having an eye to profit, or pleaſure,or favout zuo. 
Conſclence is an: —— from the revealed will 


of God, which beiag tully 


with the aſſurance 
of 
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Heb. 10.3. of the pardon of fin from God, is fully fatisfied. We can- 


not begin to looke into the conſcience, till we look up to 


God. | 

3. Conlcience takes notice of a mans one actions. It 
is not the applauſc nich others give a man z it is not the 
commendations of companions, it is not any thing taken 
upon truſt from men: but the raking notice of a mans 
owne actions, bearing witneſlc in the holy Ghoſt, This 


Ron. 9. 1. ariſeth from Conſcience. 


4. Conſcience compares a mans actions with the rule 
of Gods word; to looke how others live, to have an eye 
to mans eſteeme, to looke no further then outward car- 
nall teſpects: this ariſeth cot from Conſcience, But the 


z Cor. g. renouncing even.the ſecrets of diſhonc ſty, by bringing of 


the conſcience to the manifeſtation of the truth: this doth 
truly atiſe from the Conſcience. 

5. Conſcience p. ſſeth cenſure upon it ſelfe: It is not 
the ſtilling of the thoughts that ariſe by muſicke, dancing, 
and ſuch like vanities: it is not the ſlender looking on a 


Rom a. 1j mans life, and preſently looking off ag v ne, and paſſing by 


it with an undaunted courage, as if a min would outface 
heaven, this concluſion is not of conſcicnce: no, it is then 
of conſcience when it ſhe wes the worke of the Law writ- 
ten in the heart,the conſcience alſo bearing witneſſe, and 
the thoughts the meane while paſſing cenſure; that is, ei- 
ther accufing or excuſing. 


II. Phat a miſerable thing an evil Conſcience it. 


There is no miſery can exceed the miſery of an evill 
Conſcience, both in reſpect of wants that attend thereon, 
as alſo the woes belonging thereto: firſt, in reſpeR of the 
wants that attend on an evill conſcience, it is milcrable,as 

£ may 


(3) 

may appeare both by the preſent wants thereof, as alſo 

by its unprovidedneſſe for the time to come. | 

The pre ſent wants that attend an evill conſcience, x. 

makes a miſerable conſcience and that is al wayes effe- 

Red cither by being ſcared up with hardneſle, and fen- 

ſing it ſelte againſt the breathings and workings of Gods 

Spirit: ſo that it will not bow nor bend, nor yceld to 

come to triall in truch ; but peremptorily petſiſteth in its * Tim. a. 

owne way, and will not be controlled : or elſe it beco nes 

lo feattull, hat it c iſteth a man into u tet deſparation, fo 

that it is as im poſſible tor ſuch a man or woman to looke 

up to God with comfort, as for a blinde man to behold 

the Sunne. Hence it hath come to paſſe, that ſome have 

been lo farre perplcx:d in this ſad condition, that they 

have been ſo confident that they ſhould bee damned in 

| { hell, that thoughthe Lords Miniftcrs have come after a 
moſt [weet and heavenly manner, with an olive branch 

of peace in their mouthes, yet ſtill they have caſt off all, 

nothing could yeeld them any comfort, nothing but hell, 

nothing but damnation could appcare before their 

eyes. 

| = likewiſe alſo en evill Corſcience is miſerable 2. 

in the future: for it is unprovided tot the time to come, 

For ſuch is the miſery of in cvill conſcience, that when 

it ſtands at the Barre of Gods judgement, beiore whole 

tribunall we muft all appeare, then will torments of an 

Il evill conſcience bee the grearcfl pligue ot all: this is the 

hotteſt cole in hell fire, even a de filed conſcience full of 

unbelicfe and horror, and not able tobchold any thing 

| with comfort, but the Divels, the damned, ny the very Tu. 

; Saints, nay more, God himſelſe is terrible for their con- 

| {cience to behold, . 
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(4) 
Secondly, the woes of an cvill conſcience makes a 
man e xceeding miſerable, and theſe woes are both tem- 
. porall and eternal], x 
1. Temporall woes incident hereunto, are, feares that a- 
riſe from a polluted Conſcience, feares of fickneſle , 
feares of the plague, feares of death, feares where no 
fearc is, ſtill meets with them often in the way. Oh! 
Eccl, 12.5. thou that feareſt the judgꝭ ment ſo, why doeſt thou not 
feare to ſinne? Why doeſt thou not truſt in God: 
Theſe feares, and troubles, and doubts, ariſe from 
thy want of faith: Thou haſt a polluted conſcience, and 
therefore thou art loth to come to triallʒto have thy defi- 
led conſcience come to a triall before God, this is a ter- 
rible miſery, therefore labour to come out ot it. 
2. Thoſe eternall woes that lye upon a polluted and e- 
vill conſcience, in caſe it bee notpurificd, and brought 
Math. 55. co belceving, are even ſuch as the Divels them- 
:ſelves ate plagued with, eternall rorments in hell, where 
is nothing but weeping, and gnaſking of teeth, plagues 
upon plagues, totments and wocs, and miſeries for e- 
ver, never to have end. 
Thus may you ſee brie fly the miſery of an evill con- 
ſcience. 


III. What an happineſſe a good Conſcience ij. 


The comforts of a good Conſcience are exceedin 
great: And that may appeare, Firſt by the communi- 
on it hath with Gods Spirit: Secondly, by the union it 
hath with Chrift : Thirdly , by the unity it hath with 
God og Chrift. Fourthly, by the promiſes of eter- 

* nalllife, | 
- _ Fit}, the happineſſe and comfort of a goed Conſei- 


(5); 


ence is great, by the communion it hath with Gods Rom. l. 


Spirit; inlomuch, that is there any weakneſſe in u: 56. 
the Spirit ſttei gthens us. Doe infirmities hang upon 
us? the Spirit helps us? Doe wee not know bow 
to pray to God for ſomething to dos us good £ The 
Spirit will pray for us. Arc wee weaty with prayer? 
The Spirit will groan for us. Here is an happincfle, 
here is a comfort beyond and above all the glories in 
the world, 

Secondly,the happineſle and comforts are great al- 


lo, that the conſcience findes in irs union with Chriſt ; Joh. 17. 


by which union the ſoule is knit to Chriſt, and Chriſt **: 
is united to the ſoule, and both made one, as Chriſt is 
one with God the Father, and man who is naturally 
(by fio)the heite of hell, is mide by Chriſt, a joynt 
he ire ot heaven, a ſonne of Go, a member of Chriſt 
by a glotious union with him. 

] hirdly, great is the comfort of a good Conſci- 
ence,by reaſon of the unity it hath with God through 
Chiiſt, infomuch, that were all the Divels in hell 
pleading againſt him before Gods Tribunall , they 
could nor keep him from laying claime to the pzomi- 
ſes of God, the greateſt creſſe in the world is not able 


toover. whelme him with ui belie fe: but ſtill bee is 1 Tim. ;. 


enabled, through the power of the holy Ghoſt, to 9: 
hold the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience. 
Fourthly,the comfort is alſo great, yea unſpeałe- 
able is the comfort that ariſeth to a good conſcience, 
through the bcholding of the promiſes of eternall 
life, by which a man layes claime to heaven, as an 
heire to his -owne inheritance, and therefore is not 
drawne away wih the vanities of the world , — * 
perun, 


(6) | 
periſh, nor through feare is overcome, nor led to de- 
Fehr in folly,or to cy ＋ — — going on from 
to grace, through fait aticnce 1 

2 fis dayes till he inherit the promiſe 4 ife. 


Iv. How theeftate of the Conſcience is truly 
. diſcerned. 


The Coalcicnee may diſcover to man his eſtate 
and condition, either, Firſt, under the croſſe: er, ſe- 
condly, in the middeſt of pleaſure, or earthly glory: 
or thirdly, under the promiſes. Fourthly, under Sa- 
cans temptations. Laſtly, by the e ff. & ot the work · 
ing of Gods Spirit upon the conſcience. 

Fir ſt, the eſtate of Conſcience may bee diſcerned 
under the crofle : when affliction comes upon a man, 
a good conſcience way bee diſcerned from an evill 
conſcience, as tolloweth, 

An evill conſcience in trouble, and under the croſſe, 
doth not ſet a man forward to ſeeke to God in the 
1 5am, 16, Chiefeſt place, but to ſome temporall meanes which 
15. naturall reaſon teacheth z whereby the heart is fixed 
upon the creature, a$if there were no helpe but even 
by what ariſeth from carnall reafon ; whereupog, the 
minde comes to bee troubled, and the heart di.cou- 
raged untill ſuch time that ficſhly reaſon doth per- 
ceive a redteſſe begin. x | 
But onthe contrary, a good conſcience is fortificd 
with patience and faith under the greateſt croſſe, pa- 
tience ta endure with mecknes, as concerning ev ty | 
preſent meanes, ſutable (through Gods ble ſſing) to 
the preſent condition; & faith to belee ve unduuuted- 


ly 


2 The ff. 1, 
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HARA DANAHHNSSIDSADANAENNTNNAE: 


THE REPORT 


Ofthe Biſhop of (anterburies Dreame, ſor 


an advertiſement to all proud Lordly, ecuting, 


unpreaching refling, tyrannizing Prelates, who 
far puts 2 and progreſſe t the Goſpell. 


T is reported of his 4rch-grace of Canterbury, thet when 
he was a poore Scholler in Oxford, hee dreamed, that he 
ſhould be « Biſhop, then Arch- Biſbop wh Cannery, nd 
4 great perſecuter of Gods Miniſters ( which we 
Mu ſee all verified ) and that at laſt be ſank - into Heil, 
whereupon he awaked, and then and 7 ft related th dreame, 
enough to have terrified and awaked his Lordſhip, f true. 0h that 
4 man had but aview L ! ( aich Father Lakme! in his Ser- 
mons) he ſee on one ſide of it, a row of anpreaching Prelates 
in theis ſquare Caps, I warrant you as farre, as betweene this and 
Dover, «And no marvel _— e they have ſo bated, diſpiſed, and 
blaſpbemed both the word of Cod, the-true Preachers and lovers 
thereof, driving away, flencing God: faithfull Miniſlers,end 
ſetting up in their roomes and places, Doct. [gnorance, Domine 
Drunkard; Sir William Wild. 7 — hunteth after Whores, 
and ſuch alſo as can play diſſembling Hypocrites, whereby the De- 
vils empire of darkneſſe exceedi hy Hour: left faithful 
Preaching ſhould roote it out. But the Churches hope u, that God 
4 by — — time, will nom in this h — Parliament- time, heare 
ayers of the people of this Land every where put wp : That the 
802 Beef Lordly Prelates, Pope: ſueceſſors, Tyrants, Per- 
ſecuters of Chriff, &c. ſhall bee, Nidos corum ubique de- 
ſtruendos 3 or elſe put to ſome better uſes. 
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